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Don’t miss out on the 2026 newsletters & season. 
Lots of fun rides, getaways and activities are 
planned for the upcoming year.  

Dues are $50 

Make checks payable to: Corvette Club of RI 

Send your checks to:  

Guy Comastra 81 Dutchess Rd Cumberland RI 
02864 

 

OR 
 

Bring your checks to the February meeting 

MEMBERSHIP DUES BY MARCH 1ST 
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DECEMBER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - 2025 

What a year this has been.  Within a few weeks the year 2025 is DONE! How does time keep moving so 
fast is beyond me at times.  Our heartfelt thanks to our sponsor PAUL MASSE for their continued support 
and generosity.  We look forward to a growing, successful, spirited year in 2026.  The job at hand is to 
STAY HEALTHY EVERYEONE.  As we get older it seems staying healthy is a FULL TIME JOB. 

Thank you to those that attended our last meeting and our annual Christmas Party at Crystal Lake this 
weekend.  The members that were absent were surely missed.  The evening was full of remembrance, 
laughter, singing, dancing and amazing food.  Everyone looked so festive, and I thank each and everyone 
of you for participating in my sing along to the 12 Days of Christmas (CORVETTE STYLE).  I hope everyone 
had a great time.  I truly enjoyed planning it. 

It takes a village to run a successful organization, and I would not be where I am today, without the 
amazing volunteers that make this Club great.  My Vice President, Dennis Langlois and I appreciate the 
support from our Board Members, Membership and everyone in between. 

There is no meeting in January.  I pray each and everyone of you, your friends and family get to enjoy a 
peaceful holiday season.  Rember to reflect on your past with pride, experience and a teaching.  Every 
page we turn in our book of life is a teaching.  The rear-view mirror is smaller than the one in front of you, 
so keep planning, keep fighting, keep living and always be HUMBLE AND KIND.  I will keep everyone 
informed of any pop-up events coming up in February.  We are working on a breakfast in March and will 
keep everyone informed. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS, HAPPY NEW YEAR, GOD BLESS YOU ALL 

YOUR HUMBLED PRESIDENT 
LILIANA V. DOLAN 
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President 

Liliana Dolan 
ccofri@gmail.com 

401.369.2881 

Vice President 

Denny Langlois 
dlanglois@mac.com 

401.935.3118 

Treasurer 

Michael Pascale 
cpascale88@cox.net 

508.989.4820 

Secretary 

Debbie Papineau 
debbieccri@gmail.com 

508-212-4060 
 

James Petrarca 
psgcarrepair@cox.net 

401.822.1189 

Peter DiBonaventura 
toot3578@hotmail.com 

401.728.7779 

Lee Hughes 
gramvette@aol.com 

401.787.7895 

officers 

board of directors 

president 
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NCM Ambassador 
Randy Flock 

Vetteflock@cox.net 
401.269.6062 

By-Laws Director 
Jimmy Petrarca 

Marie Alves 
Ed Briggs 

Lee Hughes 

Membership 
Guy Comastra 

gamadc491@cox.net  
401.658.1903 

Historian 
Richard Nelson 

rnvette427@gmail.com 
401.585.4353 

Newsletter 
Ernie Papineau 

ccrinews@gmail.com 
508-369-3712 

                   Quartermaster  
                Louise Boulanger              
                     ccriapparel@aol.com               

 

Sunshine 
Connie Lyons 

conlyons@aol.com 
401.419.4723 

Webmaster 
Denny Langlois 
dlanglois@mac.com 

401.935.3118 

 
Club Photographers 

 Debbie Papineau            Warner Dauphinee 
debbieccri@gmail.com         wdauphinee@verizon.net 
       508-212-4060                             401.828.0544   

Hospitality 
Linda Nelson 

lnvette427@verizon.net 
401.585.4353 

appointees 

Show Committee Capt. 
Peter DiBonaventura 

toot3578@hotmail.com 
401.728.7779 

Publicity 
Justine Papineau 
ccripress@gmail.com 

508-369-3451 

Sgt of Arms & Alt. 
 Doug Lombardi                      Steve Cadoret 
Dnlombardi@cox.net                   rirvtrc@yahoo.com 
       401.489.8100                               401.345.2356  

Activities Co-Directors 
 Elizabeth Dauphinee                  Linda Langlois 
wdauphinee@verizon.net                langloisl2424@gmail.com 
            401.529.0052                                  401.743.9693  

                        Finance Committee 
  Ernie Nastari                           Rick Lyons     
enastari@msn.com                            rick5838@aol.com 
     401.353.1909 
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december birthdays 

Paul Chaggaris  

Raymond Cheney  

Michael Gomes 

Chris Hansen  

Richard Holt  

Jim Lauzon   

Joseph Martins  

Stephen Masso  

Walter (Bud) Nolan  

Lisa Noyes-Duguay  

Thomas Pinheiro   

Ron Riebe  

Rob Tocco  

Vinay Gopal Yarra  

Barbara Baynes  

Barbara Belhumeur  

Doris Bove 

Richard Luiz  

Lori Miele  

Janice Mignanelli  

Larry Jr. Paolilli  

Sheryl Petrarca  

Colleen Pina  

Carla Sarcione  

Carol Walsh  

NOTE: IF YOUR BIRTHDAYS WERE NOT GIVEN DURING YOUR APPLICATION PROCEES, WE DO NOT HAVE 
THEM ON RECORD. 
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If you know of any member that has become ill, under went an operation, had a 
death in their family, celebrating a special occasion like an anniversary or just 

needs some cheering-up please contact:  
CONNIE LYONS @ conlyons@aol.com 

 

Recipients of cards for October 

 

Kurt Ehler 

Janessa Giannini 

Debra Papineau 

Ernie Papineau 

David and Judy Tomlinson 

SUNSHINE 
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194 Total Memberships 
350 Total Members  
0 New Associates 

29 New Regular Members 
16 Lifetime & Honorary Members 

 
 

LETS WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

  

David Szlashta 
North Scituate, RI 

1984     Gold     Coupe  
 

Joseph Fregeau 
Harrisville, RI 

2007     Maroon     Coupe 
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Be sure to visit our website regularly for updates, news 
and sign ups for all our upcoming events! 

CORVETTECLUBOFRHODEISLAND.COM 

https://corvetteclubofrhodeisland.com/
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ACTIVITIES 2025 
ACTIVITY DIRECTORS 

Elizabeth Dauphinee           Linda Langlois 
If interested in helping activities , 

please contact the directors. 
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2025 CCRI HOLIDAY PARTY 
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JUST THE TIPS WITH RICK LYONS 
This month, I’d like to discuss A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE Z51 PACKAGE 

 
 
 

The What's, When's and Why's of the Z51 Performance Handling Package.  A good read 
whether you have it, want it, or have no idea what I'm talking about... 
 
Since its 1984 introduction with the C4 Corvette, RPO Z51 has always denoted a more serious 
Corvette. It’s a cut above the base car for sure, but these days, it doesn’t get as much atten-
tion thanks to models like the Z06 and ZR1. 
In just a few words, we’ll do our best to tell you all about what has made the Z51 Corvette so 
special across four generations. While it’s not a comprehensive guide, this will provide you 
with an overview of the basics of what the Z51 package includes for each generation. 
 
The spiritual predecessor to the Z51 package was RPO FE7 — Gymkhana Suspension — 
offered on late C3 Corvettes. An FE7 car has stiffer shocks and springs, as well as larger sway 
bars. 
 
C4 Corvette: 1984-1996 
In 1984, the Z51 package included stiffer springs, larger sway bars, wider wheels, and a re-
vised steering ratio. While standard wheels were 16×8.5″ wide, Z51 cars were fitted with 
16×9.5″ wide rear wheels, and Goodyear Eagle VR50 tires all the way around. Almost every 
Z51 Corvette since would be equipped with stickier tires than the standard model. Starting in 
1985, the wider 9.5″ wheels would be fitted at all four corners. 
Z51 cars received special Delco Bilstein shock absorbers, as well as an auxiliary “boost fan” on 
the radiator and an upgraded oil cooler. In 1984, the Z51 option cost $600, or roughly $1,500 
today. 
Customers complained about the rough ride of 1984 cars, so for 1985, GM softened them up 
across the line. This was accomplished by using a less aggressive spring rate coupled with 
thicker sway bars. This gave 1985-and-up cars better ride quality without sacrificing handling. 
In 1987, RPO Z52, the Sport Handling Package, offered many of the upgrades found in the Z51 
with a smoother ride. It stuck around for 1988 but was no longer offered for the 1989 model 
year. 
By the end of the C4’s run, many of the Z51-specific upgrades, such as the faster steering, up-
graded cooling, and 9.5″ wide wheels, were standard on all Corvettes. At this point, the Z51 
package just included the suspension upgrades — shocks, springs, and sway bars. 
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JUST THE TIPS WITH RICK LYONS 
C5 and C6 Corvette: 1997-2013 
When the C5 Corvette debuted in 1997, it carried the Z51 option over from the C4. As be-
fore, the Z51 package included a stiffer suspension and beefier sway bars. Automatic Z51s 
also received a steeper rear axle ratio, as well as a power steering cooler. At $350 — about 
$560 in today’s money — RPO Z51 was a downright bargain for the performance enthusi-
ast. 
The Z51 remained an option through the C5’s run and continued to be offered when the 
C6 debuted in 2005. The C6 Z51 package was much the same as the C5’s, but this time, up-
graded brakes were added to the equation. 
Z51 owners were treated to larger-diameter, cross-drilled rotors. Those with a manual 
transmission were treated to a close-ratio transmission, while automatic cars got a more 
performance-oriented rear axle ratio as before. The package price jumped to $1,495 for 
the Z51, but buyers received a lot more equipment for their money. 
By this point, a Corvette hierarchy was more or less established. The Z51 package slotted 
neatly between base cars and the Z06. In 2010, the Z51 package was replaced with the 
Corvette Grand Sport. However, RPO Z51 would return for the C7 generation in 2014. 
 
C7 Corvette: 2014-2019 
The seventh-generation Z51 package returned with a bang. Z51 cars wore staggered 
wheels — 19″ up front, 20″ in the rear — and the upgraded brakes were fed by cooling 
ducts. 
The cooling system upgrades went further than ever. The close-ratio manual was fed by a 
cooler, as was the electronic limited-slip differential. The engine was lubricated by a dry 
sump system usually seen in racing cars. A dual-mode exhaust was added to the package in 
2015. 
Of course, suspension upgrades were numerous, too. Z51 cars also had the option of add-
ing on Magnetic Ride Control active handling and Performance Traction Management. 
Indeed, this was the most comprehensive and ambitious Z51 package yet. Of course, all of 
this came at a cost — the Z51 package nearly doubled in price to $2,800 for 2014. 
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JUST THE TIPS WITH RICK LYONS 
2020 C8 Corvette 
The 2020 C8 Corvette debuted with the Z51 package as its sole high-performance option. 
The price took a big leap yet again, to $5,000. However, the list of included equipment 
grew to match. 
C8 Z51s are, of course, fitted with an upgraded suspension. They also include Brembo 
brakes and Michelin Pilot Sport 4S tires. 
The performance rear axle ratio has returned as well, along with an electronic limited-slip 
differential. Also included are the now-standard heavy-duty cooling upgrades. The C8 Z51 
package also includes a performance exhaust, as well as unique front and rear spoilers. 
 
If you would like to find out if your car is equipped with the Z51 option. 
You can check the tag in the glove box it will list the codes for your options. 
 
I know many of you have valuable insights and suggestions as well. If you’d like to share 
your tips or ideas, please feel free to reach out! 
 
**Please send tips to:**   
Rick Lyons   
rick5838@aol.com   

*Be sure to include "Just The Tip" in the subject line. 

mailto:rick5838@aol.com
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CONTACT DAN LANDRY @ 
DLANDRY1164@GMAIL.COM  

FOR ANY OF YOUR APPAREL QUESTIONS OR NEEDS 
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RANDY FLOCK’S NCM NEWS 
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Who’s who at CCRI 

With over 300 members it’s becoming a challenge to learn names. Help us by 
purchasing a name tag and wearing it to meetings, shows, socials. 

Name badges are 3” x 2” with a magnetic backing and cost $11.00 each  

 

 

Your Name________________________________ (please print)  

________________________________ 

Pay at the Business Meeting or send a check 

Make check out to: Randy Flock 

(Must receive your check by 12th of each month) 

Mail to: Randy Flock 

2275 Division Rd. 

East Greenwich, RI 02818 

vetteflock@cox.net   

Pick up at the following Business Meeting 

No more mailing badges out 
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The National Corvette Museum is licensed by the Kentucky Department of Charitable Gaming under license number ORG0000854 

At this time, we offer purchasers located in Kentucky the ability to purchase raffle tickets on their personal computers, mobile devices and on-
site at the National Corvette Museum and NCM Motorsports Park. 

To purchase a raffle ticket online, you must be at least 18 years of age and be physically located in Kentucky at the time of purchase. You do 
not have to be a resident of Kentucky to participate. 

If you are not in Kentucky and will be using a credit card as your form of payment, you can use the site to interactively create an order form. 
The payment information will be encrypted for your protection and broken into two parts, some of which will only be on the print form. 

YOU MUST HAVE ACCESS TO A PRINTER AT THE TIME THAT YOU CREATE THE ORDER. 

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org 

Alternatively, you may download an Order Form from this site and type in your information before sending to the NCM for processing. 

 

 

 

https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org
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                     National Corvette Museum Sweepstakes 
                            1967 Corvette Convertible 
                                       Win a Restored Goodwood Green Icon 

 
Be part of Museum history and stake your claim on a piece of Corvette legend. 
With every entry, you have the chance to put yourself behind the wheel of a 
numbers-matching 1967 Corvette Convertible while fueling the Museum's mission 
to educate worldwide audiences on the evolution of America's Sports Car through 
collection, preservation and celebration of its legacy. 
Corvette Club of Rhode Island members get an extra 20% bonus entries when you 
use CODE: RHODEISLAND 
 
www.tapkat.org/national-corvette-museum-fundation/xk08dk 
 
  Close Date: December 15, 2025                         Drawing Date: December 29, 2025   
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                                               https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org 

 
                                                              2026  Black Corvette Z06 Coupe 
                                                                    Price $300.00 – 1500 Tickets 
                                                Drawing December 18, 2025 – 2:00 PM Central Time 
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                       Blast from the Past 
                        CCRI Holiday Party December 1994 
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                        Who's Santa? 
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